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submission to Rome. He then enumerates the reasons l
for which the destruction of the empire of the Greeks must
be regarded as one of the essential objects of the campaign.
Burcard's argument for this procedure betrays his un-
compromising fanaticism and thirst for revenge on the
Greeks who had destroyed the Latin Empire of Constan-
tinople, The treasonable basis of the empire of the
Palaeologi, the uncertainty of their rightful descent,
their disorderly life, and the pitiful treatment of their sub-
jects justify a spirited attack on their realm. The Greeks
have lost their learning and their faith since their departure
from the true creed. Their lands are so depopulated and
their arms so enfeebled that the Latins will meet with no
difficulty in the elimination of the vestiges of their power
and influence. This will not only bring the Eastern
Church to the Catholic fold, but also ensure the supply of
provisions, furnish safe harbours for ships, and offer strong
bases for offensive operations against the Saracens and for
defensive measures in case of unforeseen retreat,2 After
the conquest of Constantinople, ordinances * must be en-
acted to ensure the good faith of the Greeks in their con-
version to Catholicism* Men of doubtful loyalty to the
new order must be tried in secular courts and punished as
heretics. Others who openly defy the Latin Church must
be exiled. Those who remain must cede one child from
every family to be brought up in the guardianship of Holy
Church and trained in the manners and customs of the
Latins. All books containing doctrinal errors must be
burnt. To clear their conscience and prove their loyalty,
all citizens should assemble in the Cathedral of St Sophia
where they may publicly do homage and truly submit
to the lordship of the French- The new Church must be
completely purged of the vicious observances of the old,
At the end of the first book, Burcard digresses to
the subject of Serbia (Rassie) * to demonstrate the facility
with which that country may be surprised and annexed to
the proposed Prankish empire of Constantinople* He
gives an interesting description of the country as he saw
1 Reiffenberg, 269 ct seq,           * ib., 284-7.              * ib., 288-91.
* He speaks of the *Roy de Rassie' on pages 266-8*